July 22nd, 2001
Hi Gavin
By now you will be back on base. Got an email from Leonie saying that it was great for them to see you again. Even though the remainder of your time may be rather a grind at times, keep at it and see it through. Remember that we are all thinking of you. I have included some information from the Internet from the VA and the GI Bill sites. I read through it but am not sure if this is what you want. Have a look through and let me know if there is other information I can search for. Regarding education overseas, there are quite a number of places in Australia but only a very few in Switzerland (the two places you mentioned). Although there are many other countries besides these, I just copied the schools in these two countries. If you want others, let me know. Also, if you ever have access to the Internet, the addresses for the sites I visited are given at the tops of the pages. Anyway, let me know if this information is useful to you.


I have just bought a new camera to replace my old one which suddenly packed up last year. It was not too expensive but has a lot of features. At one time I was thinking of buying a digital camera but they are still very expensive and all the ‘extra’ needed make it even more expensive. And a colour printer is also needed to make paper copies of the photographs. One of the main problems with digital cameras is that they are so hungry on juice that some cheaper batteries will only last about 10 minutes! Also, taking a really high quality picture can take most of the memory card and these are about HK$300 each. So I will use my film camera for a while – 20 years if the previous one is any indication!


Not much has happened in the past week. More thunderstorms though. On one day I had to get out of the pool a few laps before I intended because lightning started. This seems to be a wet summer. Have been working at only 80% of full effort both in the pool and in the gym so that I can ‘rest’ for a while rather than actually stopping all together. Saw some more on TV about the X-35, this time also in forward flight. The Cathay Pacific Airways pilots’ work-to-rule is still causing trouble. More pilots have been sacked, including senior pilots. The management holds most of the cards in this as they, as well as the pilots, know that it is almost impossible for a senior pilot to transfer to another airline without starting again at the bottom. 


This past week, the Government lost one right-of-abode case in the Court of Final Appeal. The court ruled that any Chinese person born in HK is entitled to right-of-abode. This included the pregnant women who come here on tourist visas and give birth here. Last year, this figure was about 500. The number is now expected to increase. The Chinese ‘parliament’ issued a statement saying that the HK court should have consulted them before reaching a decision. However, the Government has said that it will not appeal to China as it had done in an earlier case. However, the same court agreed with the Government on another issue by stating that Chinese children (i.e. from the mainland) who have been adopted by HK families do not have the right to stay! That means that many children may be forced to return to China even though their adoptions are legal! This seems particularly cruel so we will have to wait and see what develops.


There does not seem to be anything else to write about. A very short letter. But, before I hand in the letter to the reception desk for posting tomorrow morning, I will not seal the envelope in case I think of something else to write.

Thinking of you. Cheers for now.

Dad
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